Census @ your library
By mid-March U.S. residents will begin receiving in
the mail their official invitations to participate in
the 2020 census. By April 1, which is Census Day,
every home in the United States will have received
the census invitation. The invitation will list three
ways to respond to the census: online, phone, or
mail.
With the response to the 2020 Census designed
to take place primarily online, libraries can bridge
the digital divide and support a more complete
count. More than 24 million Americans do not have high-speed internet at home, according to the Federal Communications Commission. Older adults, rural residents, racial minorities, and those with lower levels of education and income
are less likely to have home broadband.
Libraries serve people of all ages and backgrounds and are well-positioned to reach some demographic groups that
are at heightened risk of being undercounted in the Census. Children younger than 5 years old, for instance, are the
most undercounted age group. The Annie E. Casey Foundation recommends libraries as a trusted messenger of information about Census participation to parents and guardians.
Beginning March 13, each location of the Burke County Public Library will have dedicated workstations for those wanting to use them to enter their census information. Library staff will be available to provide assistance.
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19th Amendment Exhibit
On Saturday, February 29, from 10 am to 3 pm, the Morganton Public Library
hosted an exhibition from the State Archives of North Carolina titled: “An Absolute Moral Certainty — The Woman Suffrage Movement in North Carolina.”
The year 2020 marks the 100th anniversary of the passage of the 19th Amendment, guaranteeing and protecting the right of women to vote. Over 100 people viewed the exhibit and many had the photos made wearing a suffrage
sash. A representative from the League of Women Voters of Catawba Valley
was available to register people to vote.
The exhibit included exhibit original archival documents and materials relating to suffrage, including a copy of the 19th Amendment sent to North
Carolina for ratification in June of 1919. This document — along with proand anti-suffrage propaganda, hand-held fans, facsimiles of legislation, political cartoons, and a suffragist’s sash — will travel the state from November 2019 through November 2020.
Although women have had the right to vote since 1920, the North Carolina
Legislature ratified the 19th amendment on May 6 1971. There were no dissenting votes.

Gathering of the People
The Morganton Public Library hosted the 18th Gathering of the People in Celebration
of Black History Month on Sunday, February 23. Over 175 people attended the program. The topic was the historic community of Jonesboro in Morganton which is
listed on the National Registry of Historic Places. Laurie Johnston, Curator of the
North Carolina Room, gave a slideshow presentation on the history and people of
Jonesboro. This was followed by a panel discussion of what is was like to live and
grow up in Jonesboro. Members of the audience added to what the panelists had to
say by sharing their own remembrances. The panel moderator and six panelists
were: Ruth Roseboro, Beverly Carlton, Jeanne Fleming, Thomas Tapp, Rosetta Ferguson, Rev. Diane Conley, and Robert Carter.
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